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1 am reminded of the story they tell about a Jew and a gentile who were in the

sewer  cleaning business together. The gentile was down below cleaning all .the

sewers and putting everything in the bucket and the Jew was on top and he would

winch up the bucket and flip it into the truck. The gentile was getting filthy

and dirty and the Jew was in relatively good shape. The gentile was going home

every day and his wife looked at him and said, "Why don't you change places? Let

the Jew go down there and you go up top. If you don't want to do it every day,

at least alternate. That's the only fair thing to do," and the gentile said, "I
won't do that." His wife asked why not and he said, "Because I won't take any

crap from a Jew." Unfortunately, that is the way certain people feel. Unfortunately,
that is the way many Arabs feel in the Middle East. Unless the people of the world
realize that the mission of the Jew is to bring blessing to everyone. If they

would only realize that then the symbols of the seder will truly come true and

G-d's name will be redeemed, the Jewish people will be redeemed, and we as individuals

will be redeemed. Let us hope that this will happen quickly in our day. Amen.
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At the seder we all know that we have different symbolic foods represented. We
know we drink 4 cups of wine, we know we have 6 items on the seder plate. We also
know that we have 3 matzahs in front of us. The numbers 3, 4, 10, 13, 14, and

26 repeat often in the Pesach seder service. Why should that be so? Why do these
numbers predominate at the seder? What's more, we all know that on the seder plate,
itself, the articles are arranged in two triangles, either in one triangle on top
of another or a triangle which meets in the middle. We know tha* +h~ Ftame whick
swn Aienlsund o the nl-te are the zoroah, the shankbone, the betzah, the egg,

and also at the bottom of the first triangle we have the maror, bitter herbs.

The rabbis tell us that there were actually three redemptions which happened when
the Jewish people left Egypt. There was a redemption of G-d's name; that is what
the zeroah stands for. After all, throughout the Torah when G-d refers to the
Pesach He refers to it as Chag HaMatzahs, and when the Jewish people refer to their
holiday they refer to it as Chag HaPesach, the holiday of the paschal lamb. The
reason why we reason to it as Chag HaPesach, which is of :course where the name
Passover comes from, G-d passed over our houses, but one of the meanings of beesach
is also to be lame, when we look at the world we see that G-d's name is lame.

How can we do justice in the world? How can we believe that right makes might?

It does not always seem to be so in the world. There seems to be so much evil

and injustice in the world. Therefore, G-d when he redeemed the Jewish people

out of Egypt redeemed His own name. He showed that there was justice in the world.
Why does G-d call this holiday Chag HaMatzahs; the holiday of matzahs? Because
matzahs is spelled exactly the same as mitzvahs, that we are called upon to do
mitzvahs, to be G-d's partner in creating a better world. We are supposed to help

Him perfect this world by doing mitzvahs.

The first redemption that is spoken about on the seder plate is the redemption
of G-d's name. Then we have the betzah, which stands for the Jewish people. An

egg is different from all other food objects. Al1 other food objects when they
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put in hot water get soft but an egg gets harder and harder the more it is boiled,
ana the Jewish people got stronger and stronger the more they were persecuted in
Egypt. The egg is also a symbol of the Jewish people because we know that the
first night of Pesach when the candles are exactly the same night that Tisha B'Av
fell on. If the first night of Pesach is a Friday night then Tisha B'Av will be
a FRiday night, although if it is on Shabbos we keep it off until Sunday, but the
9th of Av always comes on the same day of the week as the first seder. We all
know that the Jewish history is not like other histories. The Jewish people's
history is up and down but we are an eternal people, just as the egg is the symbol
of eternity because it is the symbol of a future generation, and the Jewish people
always have a future. We may have ups and downs but G-d has redeemed the Jewish
people to be His symbol of redemption of the world so that whenever there is a
need to prove that G-d exists in the world, even anti-Semities will point to the
Jews and say when asked to prove if there is a G-d in the world will answer, the

Jews.

Finally we have the maror, which claims the last corner of the first triangle and
that is the bitterness of each individual 1ife. We all know that in 1ife there

is pain and suffering. It is inevitable. There is going to be death, the loss

of loved ones, sickness, the frustration and tensions which come in-all relationships,
the jobs and opportunities that were lost or not fully taken advantage of. If

you Tive in one city you cannot live in another city. If you are in one profession
you cannot be in another profession. Life is filled with frustrations. Therefore,

we have to get rid of our own individual bitterness.

In addition to the first triangle there is a second triangle, either one triangle
on top of another, or, in certain seder plates, they all share the same maror,
hazeris, which is a form of maror, too. Below that we have those objects which

allow us to overcome.these problems: They teach us how to bring redemption to
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the world. We have the karpas and the karpas, of course, signifies how we are

to put fresh greens into salt water. Salt water refers to the tears and that teaches
us how to constantly recognize the fact that G-d's name will be revealed in the
world because we all know that things are refreshed, that G-d makes sure that the
world does not run down. According to the second law of thermodynamics the world
should have run out of energy but the world does not. It refreshes itself and
renews itself. G-d is in the world here giving second and third and fourth chances,
and we take the karpas and we dip it into the salt water to teach us all that out
of tears will come something even better, a new springtime, a new hope, and even
out of the Holocaust, which is such a terrible event in Jewish history, sprung

the State of Israel and Jewish centers. We should always realize that out of our
tears we can still create something new. We redeem G-d's name by showing that

things do not inevitably go a bad direction. There is some other force which turns

everything upside down and allows us to continue.

Then we have the harosis and the harosis teaches us how we as ‘the Jewish people
can survive because Judaism is a brocha. Judaism is sweet. The harosis is sweet,
not bitter. Even work is not bitter. We Jews are contributing mightily to the
world. We should be proud of the fact that we contribute mightily to the world.
We, as a small people, have contributed more than any other people who ever lived.
In fact, once an anti-Semite was disparaging all Jewish achievement when somebody
else told him, "Look at all the achivements in medicine that Jews have made," just
to take one field. In fact, just this week we celebrated the fourth anniversary
of Jonas Salk finding the polio vacine, and he said to him, "Listen, if you don't
like Jews, okay, then be sick," and that, of course, is what we Jews need always
to remember that even if we are persecuted, even if we are hounded we give great
blessing to the world. That is what G-d told Abraham, "And they will be blessed

the nations of the world and be blessed by you all the nations of the world."
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We are to be a blessing to the world. We realize that it is a great joy to be

a Jew because we can give so much to the world. Yes, it is difficult sometimes.
Yes, we are called upon to build pyramids, huge structures but these pyramids still
exist, and in spite of everything we are a blessing and we should be proud to be

a people of blessing. When it comes to individual bitterness we take the maror

or the hazeres and dip it into the harosis. This teaches us that the way we will
overcome our own personal problems is by attaching ourselves to something greater
than ourselves. In other words, the way that we overcome our own frailties, our
own circumstances, is to reach out to others. In fact, the very act of reaching
out to others redeems us and causes us to be more than we really are. We should
not dwell on our problems. We should take our bitterness and put it in this sweetness
of work devoting ourselves to helping others, and that really helps. 1 am reminded
of what Judge Ramcharl said. He said, "You want to lead a good 1ife? Then wear
yourself out in a good cause." A little while back a man came back to see me who
was only 65 years old and all:he could talk about was how his mother ruined his
life because between when he was 5 and 10 his mother abused him. It turned out
his mother was insane-and his mother actually spent the last 5 years of her life
in an insane asylum. She died when he was 15 years old. He carried such great
bitterness toward her. He did not really realize what his problems were until

he was 30 or 35 years old when he went to a psychiatrist but after he realized

his problems he should have dropped the problems. He should have forgotten about
them, not that he should forget them entirely but he should have concentrated on
the future, but this man destroyed his own life by just concentrating on the past.
This teaches us, this seder plate, about how we are to bring redemption to the
world, redemption to ourselves as individuals and redemption to our own people

by concentrating on the fact that we are a blessing to the nations of the world
and how we can redeem G-d's name by always realizing that there are powers in the

world which allow us to stem the evil, overcome it to bring justice to fruition.
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The world is not just going downhill, and what are the numbers involved here?

The numbers teach us the same thing. The number three is the symbol for the Jewish
people: Kohen, Levi, Yisroel. We have the number four, four cups of wine, and

four is the symbol of family. You have to have a boy and a girl and a father and

a mother, and how does an individual redeem himself? He redeems himself by giving
himself to a good cause and for most of us that is our family. Then we have the
number six and the number six teaches us again.that we are to work at it. Six

is the number of days of creation and just as we should rest on the Shabbos, the
rabbis teach us that if we make two days out of the week a Shabbos we are violating
G-d's command just as if we make no days of the week a Shabbos. We are supposed

to be creative and go out and work. This will help us overcome our own personal
bitterness and help us, too, bring the redemption of the Jewish people by showing
what a blessing it is to the world. The number ten, of course, stands for G-d.

G-d is perfect and when:we use the word ten in Hebrew that is a symbol of protection,
the ten commandments, the ten words of G-d spoken when He created the world, the
ten generations. This is G-d. This is redeeming the name of G-d in the world.

Then we have the number 13 because you have four cups of wine, the 6 items on the
seder plate, you have the 3 matzahs, and, therefore, you have 13, and 13, of course,
means responsibility. How do we bring redemption to ourselves? By assuming responsibility
for ourselves. That's why the Jewish people had to before they could be
redeemed. They had to take the blood of the lamb and also the blood of circumcision
and place it on the door to show that they were responsible human beings that could
go out and do things. This is very important to know that you are .a responsible
human being. We cannot bring redemption to the world unless we act responsibly.:
That is, of course, the symbolism of opening the door for Elijah. Why do we have
to open the door for Elijah? If Elijah could go to every Jewish home and sip a
little bit of the wine, then certainly he could come into the house without us

having to open the door. I am not saying that he should go through a chimney,
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like somebody else does, but he could get into the house without opening the door,
but we know that in order for redemption to come to the world we have to act responsibly.
We must act. That is what G-d wants us to do to redeem His name, to redeem the
Jewish people, and to redeem ourselves as individuals. We cannot sit back passively.
Fourteen stands for yad, for power. We have the power to do all these things.

We can do these things, and, of course, that is the difference between many times

a teenager and a mature adult. The teenager wants to have the power but does not
want to take the responsibility. Power and responsibility go together. You have

to be responsible for your actions. You cannot just use power without having any

responsibility, but we have to do things. G-d gave us power. We are not helpless.

We can change things. We can do things.

Finally, we have the number 26, and, of course, how do we get the number 267 If

you look at the end of the seder near Hallel you have, "Praise~G-d because He is
good." You have 26 of them. Also, if you look at the symbols.of the seder you

have 3 matzahs, 4 cups of wine, 6 items, that's 13, then you have 10 plays, then

you have the acronym of Rabbi Yehuda, so that is another 13 and 13 plus 13 is also
26, and 26 is the name of G-d, Yud Kay Vav Kay. If we are to bring redemption

to the world then we have to do it on three levels. We have to redeem ourselves,

we have to redeem the Jewish people, and in so.doing we redeem G-d's name by showing
that there is justice and right in the world. People do not realize what a blessing
we Jewish people are to the world because our mission is to redeem the world.
Unfortunately, there are anti-Semites in the world who do not understand this,

who mock everything we do. Look at Arafat. Look at Assad. There was a terrorist
incident in Israel recently where a Hamas communique said they killed 8 pigs and
wounded 15 monkeys. This is the way they refer to us. We want to help them and
they do not even want our help. They do not realize what a blessing we could be
to:the whole world. If we would only work together we could be an even greater

blessing.




